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Av Act of Fine having 
been obtained to enable the Juſtices of 
te the Peace for the County of Middleſex 
© to raiſe mone ongy on the County-Rates, for 
e ereting a Houſe of Correction within 
„ the ſaid County,” I am now to congratu- 
late you on the Occaſion, who have taken 
ſo much Pains, and have done yourſelf ſa 
much Honour, and the County which, you 
repreſent ſuch eſfeatial Seryice, in bringing 
the Matter to this ſtate of Forwardneſs. 

A 2 Whatever 


114 


DEAR SIR, 


185 


Whatever may have been the us 

which the Deſig ign has been obſtructed and 
oppoſed, though it muſt have been in the 
Judgement of all Men obviouſly good and 
ſalutary, it cannot be denied, that many 


Impediments have from time to time been 


thrown in its Way. It is not, however, to 
be concluded, that the Oppoſition ori iginated 
from any bad or improper Motive: for it is 
no more to be wondered at, that a Number 
of Gentlemen, aſſembled together with the 
ſame Purity of Intention, ſhould diſagree 
concerning the Manner of executing, the 
Buſineſs before them, than that they ſhould 
differ in their Features, or Complexion, or 
in their Organs of, Sight. Where a Variety 
of Paths lead to a given Point, Men may 
reafonably. be allowed to make a different 


Choice; while all are equally intent on 


arriving at it by ſome way © or other. 


_ A, TC? 


"" 41187 an then the Niagidtstes of Mig- 


dleſex may have differed as to the Mode of 
tedreffing the Grievance, they haye Jong 


been unanimous in deploring the Want of a 
Foes Houfe of Correction for this County. 
And 


„„ 
„ : F » 


1 ä corroborate tk 4 TR” 4 ). „ . 


And if there are any, who tilt have Ob- 
jections to the preſent Deſign, in this I am 
perſuaded they will agree with their Bre- 
thren, that it is high Time to adopt /ome 
Plan for the more effectual Suppreſſion of 
Vice, and for the due Reſtraint, at leaſt, if 
not the Reformation, of the Vicious. 


Tnar this will be the Effect of the Plan 
which has ſo long engaged your Attention, 
with that of the other Magiſtrates of this 
County, it will not be very difficult to de- 
monſtrate. But it is not for your Convic- 
tion, Sir, that Jam writing ; you have long 
ſeen and acknowleged the Neceſſity of ſome 
ſuch Deſign, as is now nearly ripe for Exe- 
cution; my Object in this Letter. is the 
Satisfaction of thoſe, upon whom the Bur- 
then is about to be laid, of defraying the 
Expences to be incurred ; and who have. 
therefore a Right to þe informed as to every 
Particular which ſo nearly affects their Ia- 
tereſt ;-and who, without this Information, 
might probably ſuſpect, that too little Care 
has been taken to conduct this Buſineſs in 
the beſt and moſt prudent Manner. 
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. the Conkdefation of this Subjekt, it 


will be neceſſary to go as far back as to the 


October Seſſſons, 1784; when, after 4 very 


full and particular Diſcuſſion of this Matter, 
the Court came to the following Reſolu- Y 


tionss 


„ RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the 
Peace be inſtructed to inform any Perfon 

applying to him for Information, in Por- 
ſuance of tlie Advertiſement to be itiferted' 


for Plans for a Houſe of Correction as for. 
lows 5 Fong” . 


er 1. TRA me 1 in all Metis | be 
ON from the Females, FRA, 


4% TUT A Part of the Gaol A 
from the reſt be for Felons and other atro- 
cious Offenchers convicted. 


Tr fuck as ſhall be convicted of 
hw Genen in or out of Seſſions be kept 


ſeparate ftom convicted Felons or other 
atrocious Offenders.” 
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ce 4, THAT all thoſe who are charged 
with Felony, and are committed for Trial, 
fe * * from other Offenders. | 


« 5. Tar all Priſoners not included | in 
the above Claſſes be conſidered as the 


Fourth Claſs. 


«6, Tran each Priſoner of the three 
firſt Claſſes be in the Night lodged ſepa- 
rately, and kept in the Day as diſtinctly as 
the Nature of their ſeveral Employments 
will admit. 1 


« 7, Tur there be Accommodation for 
confining a Portion of the laſt Claſs i in ſoli- 
tary Confinement. 


« 8. Trar three of the Rooms in each 
Diviſion be conſtrued for Puniſhment by 
more cloſe Fonfinernent. 


«-g, Tnar a Place appropriated ſolely 


for Religious Wor be a Part of the 
lan, 


x ; 10. Thar 


C33 

% 10, THAT there be ſeparate Infirma- 
ries, one. for the Males, and one for the 
Females; and that they be for twelve Men 


and twelve Women, ſeparated into not leſs 
than four Apartments each. 


« 11. That ſuitable Proviſtons be made 


for the Employment of the Perſons con- 
fined to Labour. | 


« 12, THAT the Number of Priſoners 
thus to be accommodated be 350, to be 
divided nearly in the following Manner: 


iſt Claſs, about 25 Men and 32 Women ; 
2d Clats, about 49 Men and 49 Women; 
zd Claſs, about 18 Men and 18 Women; 
4th LO about w3 Men and 56 Women. 


« Anp, laſtly, That the ſaid Building 
be conſtructed with an Attention to the 
Directions contained in the ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament relating to Houſes of Correc- 
tion,” 


From this Recital it appears, that the 
principal ** which have been ſo judi- 
ciouſly 


ay 
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ciouſly inſiſted on and recommended by 
ſome of the moſt benevolent Writers of this 
or any other Age or Country, have alſo en- 
gaged, from the very Outſet of this Buſineſs, 
the Attention of the Magiſtrates of the 
County of Middleſex. The Reſolutions are 
ſuch as prove theſe *® Vagabonds and Miſcreants 
to be Friends to Society, Friends to Police, 
Friends to good Order, and Friends to the 
deareſt and moſt valuable Intereſts of their 


F cllow-Creatures, : 


With theſe great Objects before them, 
they examined, with a ſuitable Attention, the 
numerous Plans offered for their Choice; 
and with great Impartiality diſpenſed Re- 
wards according to the Merit of the three 
beſt Deſigns. They did not ſo much enquire, 
how the ſeveral Claimants were enabled to 
produce their Plans, as which of them was 
really moſt likely to anſwer their Purpoſe. 
Three were produced to the Juſtices at their 
Seſſions, all of them of conſiderable Merit ; 

j "Oy and 


6 See a od Hliberaf, and unjuſt, becauſe indiſ- 
eriminate, Invective againſt the Magiſtracy of this 


County, in Mr, Erſtire's Speech in the Houſe of Lords. 


B 


60 
and to that which was determined to be the 


moſt perfect a very handſome Premium was 
adjudged. 


Tur Magiſtrates of this County have 
never loſt Sight of their Object ſince the 
aforeſaid Seſſions in 1784. Various indeed 
have been the Opinions held, maintained, 
and controverted, reſpecting the Situation 
of the intended Priſon: a Circumſtance of 
too great Importance not to merit the moſt 
ſerious Attention and Care. Being poſſeſſed 
of a Parcel of Ground not far from the 
Seſſions-Houſe, many of them ſtrenuouſly 
contended, that it was incumbent on them 
to accommodate the Building to this Spot. 
It muſt needs be a Matter of Joy to every 
one, who wiſhes well to the County in ge- 
neral, and is at all concerned for the Credit 
of the Magiſtracy of it in particular, (if 
any Credit can, after what has been thrown 
out, be ſuppoſed to exiſt among them,) 
that this Bit of Ground, for it deſerves no 
better Name, was not made Choice of for 
the Purpoſe; wherein the Priſoner would 
have had neither Air, nor Space, nor Pri- 
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vacy, nor any one of thoſe Accommoda- 


tions, which Humanity leads us to pro- 
vide even for the leaſt deſerving Members 
of the Community. The Advocates for 
this narrow Spot of Ground I preſume were 
not aware that the Number propoſed to be 
received, for which the Depravity of the 
Times furniſhes abundant Occaſion, could 
at no Rate have been provided for, but in 
Cells under Ground; againſt which every 
feeling Heart muſt revolt; ſuch Places be- 
ing ſuited only to thoſe laſt melancholy, 
but important, Moments, when the Pri- 
ſoner has in a Manner taken his Leave of 
this World, and has, or ought to have, no 
other Concern upon his Mind, than how he 
may beſt make his Peace with Heaven, 
before he departs, and is ſeen no more. 
In general, Space to breathe in, Space to 
work in, Space for Healih, Exerciſe, and 
Labour, is to be conlidered as a fine quo non, 
an abſolute Eſſential, in Conſtructions of 
this Sort: And if no ſmall Expence ſhall 
be found to have been incurred in the Pur- 
chaſe of a Piece of Ground well ſuited to 
the Purpoſe, both in Situation and Extent, 
I cannot doubt that it will be judged to 

B 2 be 
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be a wiſe Appropriation of the Public Mo- 
ney ; ſince without this, every Part of the 
Undertaking would have been cramped, 
and the beſt Purpoſes of the Magiltrates 
would have been defeated. 

Sven Conſiderations as theſe induced a 
very great Majority of the Juſtices to aban- 
don the limited Spot, called the Quakers 
Ground, and to determine to obtain, if poſ- 
ſible, an healthy, convenient, and extenſive 
Piece of Ground in Cold-Bath Fields for the 
New Houle of Correction for this County. 
And ſo far were they from thinking the 
Quakers Ground, not much exceeding one 
Acre, ſufficient for their Purpoſe, that they 
have judged it neceſſary to include not leſs 
than four Acres within their Plan. To this 
Space of Ground all their ſubſequent De- 
terminations have been accommodated ; 
and there 1s little doubt, that the Appre- 
priation of ſuch a Space will ultimately be 
productive of the bell Effects, 


IT is determined, ROY that theſe 
four Acres ſhall be ſurrounded with a Wall 
ſimilar to that which incloſes the King's- 

| Bench 
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Bench Priſon; beſides which, an interior 


Fence at no great Diſtance from the Building 
will be erected: Conſequently, a very con- 
ſiderable Space will be found betwixt the 
inner Fence and the external Wall, which 
will admit a free and perpetual Circulation 
of Air; and the Soil may be applied to 
many very uſeful Purpoſes. As the Ground 
neareſt to the outward Wall will not be 
acceſſible to the Priſoners, unleſs it be ſub 
Cuſtode, and even then only as a Matter of 
Indulgence, there is no Doubt that it may 
be brought into a State of Cultivation, and 
be rendered very ſerviceable, and productive, 
by the Labour of the Priſoners ; of thoſe, 
particularly, whoſe Offences were of ſuch a 
Nature, as not to ſubject them to the Con- 
finement of a Cell: And even of theſe lat- 
ter, perhaps, after Solitude and Reflection 
have produced their proper Effect, ſome 
may not improperly be permitted to ex- 
change their diſmal State of Secluſion for 
free Air, and wholeſome Labour. Bur, 
leaving theſe Matters for future Delibera- 
tion, I think it may even now be pro- 
nounced, that the Benefits ariſing from the 


Choice 
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Choice of ſo large a Space of Ground are 
ſo numerous, and preat, as of themſelves 
to convince every unprejudiced Mind. 


Tur principal Building, being thus ef- 
fectually ſecured by the ſurrounding Wall, 
will not need to be conſtructed to any 
enormous Thickneſs, or at any very extra- 
ordinary Expence. It will be ſufficient, if 
it have only that Solidity and Subſtance; 


which every Structure ought to have, that 


is intended for the Service of future Ages. 


Ir may be neceſſary for the County in 


general to be informed, that the leading 


Conſiderations with the Magiſtrates have 
been — The SEcuRITY of the Priſon — The 
HEALTH of the Priſoners—T heir due Co x- 
FINEMENT and CORRECTION—ard, as far 
as it may be effected, their REFORMATION. 


Four more important Subjects than theſe 


could not, it will readily be allowed, have 


engaged their Attention: And a Building ſo 


contrived as to anſwer all theſe Purpoſes 
cannot fail to meet the Wiſhes, and receive 


the Approbation, of the County in general. 
TuE 


E 

Tur firſ# of theſe, it has already been 
ſhewn, is provided for by a Wall, impoſ- 
ſible to be ſcaled, and hardly poſſible to be 
undermined, by the Priſoners; to ſay no- 


thing of the interior Fence, within which 


every Priſoner, not in the Infirmary, will 
every Night be ſecured. 


Tus ſecond, viz. the HE 4 LTH of the Pri- 


ſoners, has been conſulted in the Proviſion 


which has been made for a free Current of 
Air, and a plentiful Supply of Water; two. 
Articles ſo eſſential, that without them every 
ſuch Place of Confinement muſt be noxious, 
and loathſome to the laſt Degree: and even 
with them, the Ends of Cleanlineſs and 
Salubrity will not be anſwered, without 
great and conſtant Exertions on the Part of 
the Governors and Superintendants; it being 
more difficult, than it is eaſy to imagine, 
to prevail with Wretches inured to Filthi- 
neſs, to avail themſelves of one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings of Life, and make uſe of 
the Means provided to keep them clean ; 
On which Occaſion I cannot help obſerving 
how exactly parallel a Neglect of the Mind 

| runs 
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runs with that of the Body; and how averſe 
they are found from even external Decency 
and Cleanlineſs, who have all their Life long 
been wallowing in moral Impurity. With 
reſpect to Air, that, being not in their own 
Power, will be diſpenſed to them by thoſe 
who are perhaps more careful of them, than 
they are diſpoſed to be of themſelves; and 
will be diſtributed. with ſuch Care through 
the Priſon, as not to ſtarve, but to refreſh; 
the Priſoner; to contribute to his Health 
and Comfort, and not convert one of the 
greateſt earthly Bleſſings into a fatal Incon- 
venience. In the Winter this Air will be 
ſo warmed by Stoves, and other proper Con- 
trivances, that the Priſoner in his Cell may 
purſue his Employment, -without any Dan- 
ger of being benumbed with Cold; 


To the '/:i7d Particular a very tric 
Regard has been. paid, agreeably to the 
1ſt, 2d, 3d, 4th, th, 7th, and 8th Articles 


reſolved, on, as above; an ample Proviſion 


baving been made, for the Separation not 
only of the Sexes, but alſo of different 
Kinds of Offenders ; and yet farther, of dif- 


ferent 


* 
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ferent Offenders in the ſame Degree. Solitary 
Confinement, wherever it has yet been tried, 
has. indeed been found ſo beneficial in its 
Conſequences, that it was impoſſible that 
this ſhould eſcape the Attention of the 
Magiſtrates on this Occaſion. I have no 
need, Sir, to trouble you with many Words 
on this Subject; it has already been well 
conſidered by much more able and experi- 
enced Writers; and the Minds of the Ge- 
nerality of thoſe, whom it more immediately 
concerns, are ſo thoroughly ſatisfied on this 
Head, that there is no Reaſon to doubt, 
that this Circumſtance will always be at- 
tended to, whenever an Alteration in the 
State of any Priſon is agitated. The Juſtices 
of this County were ſo fully convinced of 
the Utility of this Mode of Confinement, 
that as many ſolitary Cells are ordered ta 
be provided, as it is propoſed that this 
Priſon ſhould receive of the three firſt 
Claſſes of Offenders; being in the whole 
Number about 122 Cells for Men, and 
about 114 for Women. The Experiment, 
ſo far as it has been hitherto made, has 


been attended with the moſt happy Effects; 


C and 
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and even the Veteran in Iniquity, who entered 
his folitary Apartment full of Rage, and I 
might ſay full of he Devil, has in a few Days 
been ſoftened down, and become ſenſible of 
the Nature of his Crimes, and the Folly of 
his ill-ſpeht Life. He has earneſtly intreated 


to be feſtored to Society, reſolving to be a 


better and a wotthier Member of it than 
before. If, then, Solitude ſhall by Expe- 
rience have been found ſo beneficial even 
to the moſt hardened Offender, what Good 
may not be expected from it in the Caſe of 
a Novice in the Ways of Vice? Only con- 
fign Him to a Place of Solitude, and you 
will find him quiet, cool, and penſive; 
under the proper Influence of a Senſe of 
Shame, becauſe not ſupported, encouraged, 
and hardened by thoſe, who make a Mock 
at Shame, and at all Appearancrs of a re⸗ 
lenting Mind. It is moſt probable, that in 
this State he will often be led to enter into 
a calm and diſpaſſionate F ſtimate of the 
real Advantages of Sobriety and Diligence, 
and the ſuppoſed Advantages of a lawleſs, 
idle, and Uifolute Gourſe of Life. The 
Refult muſt nceds be fayourable 'to the 

Cauſe 
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Cauſe of Virtue, and to the Priſoner him- 
ſelf ; who, aſhamed of his paſt Follies, will 
readily adopt the wiſer and better Plan; 
and, when the wiſhed-for Hour of his En- 
largement comes, will go out once more 
into the World, firmly reſolving to {eek 
for better Companions, to apply himſelf to 
ſome honeſt and uſeful Employment, and 
endeavour to eſtabliſh a new and very dif- 


ferent Character in Society. 


Tux laſt, but by no means the leaſt im- 
portant Object of the Plan before the Ma- 
giſtrates, was the Rx MATION of the Pri- 
ſoners. It being reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
the Foundation of a vicious Courſe of Life 
is laid in the Neglect or Contempt of all 
Means of Information, and all religious 
Duties whatſoever; Endeavours will be 
uſed to bring the Mind, if poſſible, into a 
ſerious Frame, by requiring the Priſoners' 


Attendance in a Place of Worſhip to be 


provided for them. The Law bas appointed 
a Salary, within a certain Sum, to the offi- 
ciating Miniſter; and it will be the Duty 


of the Magiſtrates to ſee, that a proper 


C2 Perſon 
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Perſon is ernployed, and that he attend on 


his Duty with Diligence and prudent Zeal: 


By his judicious Admonitions” and Inſtruc- 
tions the Priſoner may be ſo fully convinced 
of his paſt Follies, as to form effectual Re! 


ſolutions of becoming quite another Man 


for the future; and he who till now was 


neither fit to live nor to die, will have 


Cauſe to rejoice,” that at length he has been 
brought within. the Reach of that Know- 
lege, which now, for the firſt Time in his 
Life, he hath learnt to value as it deſerves. 
This is indeed to render the Priſon we are 
ſpeaking of a Houſe of Cox RECTTox, in the 
beſt and fulleſt Senſe of that Word: And 
though I am far from recommending it to 


any of my Fellow-Citizens to deſerve to be 


ſent thither by previous Miſconduct, yet 1 
ſhall certainly congratulate ſuch, as through 
their Diſregard of the Laws have been car- 
ried thither, if it ſhould prove the Means 
of their Amendment. I need not obſerve, 


how greatly ſuch an Effect would enhance 


the Reputation of theſe: Places of Confine- 


ment, which in their preſent Eſtimation, 


and under their preſent let me not call it 
„jj „ + Reguianon, 


Se" 
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and good Order, ſerve only to confirm the 
Wicked in their Profligacy, and harden the 
Faces of young Offenders into a Degree of 
Depravity, which is beyond all Senſe of 
Shame, and the molt diſtant 2 of Re- 
formation. | 

| Siri I am to ſuppoſe, it ſeems, that Objec- 
tions will ariſe in the Minds of ſome of your 
Conſtituents, and others, in the County of 
Middleſex, who will inſtantly take the Alarm, 
on hearing that no leſs a Sum than 30, oool. 


is about to be expended on this Work. But 
when they ſtop a Moment, to reflect on the 


unqueſtionable Utility of the Plan propoſed, 
on the Variety of Benefits which will accrue 
from the due Execution of it, more eſpe- 
cially, if when a Priſon ſo excellently cal- 
culated for the beſt Purpoſes, has the farther 
Advantage of Officers duly qualified to go- 
vern it; I ſay, when theſe Reflections are 
towed: a Moment's Time to make their 
Impreſſion, the Sum propoſed to be raiſed 


will immediately appear of no Conſideration 
at all; un as the ne it is intended 
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to be in a way as little burthenſome as poſe 
fible to the County. I think I may venture 
to predict, that if the Contributors towards 
it live to ſee the full Effect of this Under- 
taking for the Space of only one Year, they 
will eſteem what they have expended on 


this Account as beſtowed to the very beſt. 


* poſſible Advantage. If the Nature of the 
intended Puniſhment ſhould reſtrain from 
the Commiſſion of Crimes, or prevent a 
Perſeverance in them; if, by means of a 
well · regulated Place of Confinement, Num- 
bers ſhould be reſtored to Society, and be- 
come uſeful Members of it, inſtead of 
coming forth ten times more vicious than 
they went in; the Satisfaction ariſing from 
fuch Experience will countervail any little 
Inconvenience, which we can individually 
fuffer, in Conſequence of ſuch a Sum to be 
levied on the County Rate. 


ID witL trouble you, Sir, only with one 
Objection more, which I find no Difficulty 
at all in anſwering; viz. that it is 2 
very unreaſonable Proviſion which is about 
to be made for the Reception of a greater 

Number 


* 


R - 0 
r . > $$. » — tl 
PW 


(23) 


Number of Priſoners than has at any one 
Time been known to be confined in the 
TOs, 
I coup e wiſh, for my e 
| Like: there were more Solidity in this Ob- 
jection; I mean, that there were a well- 
grounded Proſpect of ſuch an Amendment 
8 in the Morals of the lower Claſſes of the 
People, as will render an Enlargement of 
mueh Places an Act of fooliſh Extravagance. 
I believe I am as ſanguine as moſt Men in 
my Expe&ations of much Benefit from the 
Inſtitution of Sunday-Schools ; hoping and 
believing that the Alteration which they 
will make in the Manners, Diſpoſition, and 
Morals of the Poor, will be very conſi- 
derable; but 1 dare not promiſe myſelf 
ſuch univerſal Succeſs from this, however 
falutary, Meaſure, as to look forward to 
that Hour, when Places of Confinement for 
Violators of the Laws will not be as neceſ- 
ſary as they are at preſent: And this Con- 
cluſion may fairly be drawn; that, in Pro- 
portion as an Houſe of Correction is under 
me nn or otherwiſe, will be the 
Readineſs 
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Readineſs of the Magiſtrate, or his Relu&- 
ance, to commit ſuch. Perſons as have 


merited Commitment by their Offences. 


It is very unneceſſary to obſerve to you, 


Sir, who doubtleſs have often experienced 
it to be true, that any Man of Sentiment 

or Humanity would rather , wiſh that the 
Sentence of the Law ſhould be ſuſpended, 


than that the Tranſgreſſor ſhould be con- 


ſigned to a Situation from which no Good 


is to be expected, but every poſſible Evil 
is to be feared: Henee it follows, that in 
the Proviſion about to be made in the 
County of . Middleſex, for the Reception of 


a larger Number of Priſoners than have 


uſually been ſeen in this Priſon, the Juſtices 
have proceeded on the Suppoſition, that 
their Brethren will hereafter be leſs ſcrupu- 
lous about committing for petty Offences, 


where they have good Cauſe to hope that 


the beſt Conſequences will flow from a due 
Enforcement of the Laws. 


Bur this Objection is ſtrengthened, as 
the ObjeQor apprehends, by the Conſidera- 
tion of the vaſt Expence which muſt be; 


incurred 
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incurred by the County in the Suppott and 


Maintenance of ſuch an extraordinary Num- 


ber of Priſoners: To this it may with Truth 
be anſwered, that it altogether depends on 
the Rules, Orders, and. Regulations, by 
which the Houſe of Correction ſhall be 


hereaftet governed; whether any Expence 


at all ſhall be incurred by the County for 
the Support of the Priſoners: I believe. 
for my own Part; they may be made to coſt 
the County leſs than nothing: If we may 
argue 2 mindri ad majus, it will not be dif- 


ficult to prove, that the Priſoners may, 


conſiſtently with the ſtricteſt Principles of 
Humanity, be compelled to earn by their 
Labour, full as much as; if not more than, 


it will be neceſſary to expend in their Sup- 
port. I have now before me a Liſt of the 


Priſoners in a Houſe of Correction in the 
County of Norfolk ; which, through the 
Vigilance, Activity, and Exertions, "of its 
Members, its Magiſtrates, and its principal 
Inhabitants, has, in more Inſtances than one, 
proved a Pa rTERN- Cor to the reſt of 
the Kingdom; from which Lift the following 


F acts may be collected, viz. that from the 


D Chriſtmas 
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Chriſtmas Seſſions, 178 5, to Lady-Day Seſ- 
fions, 1786, there were in the Houſe of 
Correction in Vhmonabam, in Norfolk, 
62 Priſoners; all of whom were properly 
1 employed, (except one, who, for having at- 
5 tempted to eſcape, was kept in Irons); and Lol 
| on caſting up the Account of the Expences 
of their Maintenance, and the Earnings of 
their Labour, this | is the Reſult : F 
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| Earnings. Maintenance, : 
N. Men. Nom. 2 5 a bor 5. 54 4 
1. For rz Priſoners 11 | 211 
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2. For 11 ditto — 7 
3. For 13 ditto — 10 
4. For 13 ditto — 6 
5. For 12 ditto. —, 5] 
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Total Earnings within this Houſe þ 1 ; 
2 of Correction, for the Quarter 9T —* 8 


{ | Total Maintenance for ditto — 20 3 10 


Patance i in > Favour of the G 6 4 0 7 


It will not be 8 Sir, he 62 pri- | *Y 
toners were maintained. HAY the whole mf 
Dar for 20l, 38, 10d. This was the T 

whole | v 


. 
whole Number under Confinement there, 


for ſome Part or other of that Time; and 
this was the Expenditure of the County, 


and the Return from their Labour; and 


the Balance at once ſilences the Objection 
urged againſt burthening the County with 
a Load of Expence by opening a Place of 
Reception for ſuch a Number of Priſoners. 
The Norfolk-Magiſtrate may now ſay, “If 
you will earn nothing for the Support of 
yourſelf and your Family, you ſhall at leaſt 
be put in the Way of rendering yourſelf 
uſeful to the Public by that Labour which 
you cannot refuſe:” And why may not a 
Middleſex-Juſtice ſay the ſame? The Means 
of Employment are more numerous, and 
the Advantages from Labour are greater, 
near the Metropolis, than in any diſtant 


Part of the Kingdom: Every Circum- 


ſtance is in Favour of the County, if this 
Houſe of Correction ſhould. be as carefully 
inſpected as that juſt mentioned: And I 
will venture to hope, that notwithſtanding 
the Severity with which, the Characters of 
the Magiſtrates of this County have been 
more than once treated, and the Contempt 
with which they have been held up (with 
D 2 the 
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the worſt poſſible Effect on the Minds of 
the Vulgar) as Objects rather of Ridicule 
than Reſpect ; I will hope, I ſay, that under 
all theſe Diſadvantages, ſome Magiſtrates 
will be found, who will neither ok it 
derogatory from their Dignity, nor unwor- 
thy of their Attention, to viſit theſe Recep- 
tacles of the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, and 


ſee that they are properly taken care of, 
* uſefully eyed. 3 } 


Mock, I ami ready to acknowlege, Sir, 


will depend on the future internal Manage“ 


ment of the Priſon when it ſhall be com- 
pleted; and very much will depend on the 
Appointment of proper Governors and Of- 
ficers to inſpect, employ, reſtrain, and cor- 
rect the Priſoners. In all Appointments of 
this Sort, a ſingle unbiaſſed Regard muſt 


- 


be ſhown, not to the Convenience or Ad- 


vantage of the Situation to the Perſon, 


bur to the Fitneſs of the Perſon for ſuch an 
important Situation. It is not neceſſary 
that the Keeper of a Priſon ſhould have the 
ſavage Manners of a Ruffian; Humanity 


is no where more neceſſary, no where more 
reſpectable, than in ſuch Places: He ſhould 
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be bleſt with a Command of Temper, 
having ſome of the moſt untoward and 
perverſe to deal with: He ſhould be firm 
and reſolute, not to be moved either by 
Fears or Threats from a ſtrict Attention to 
his Duty: He ſnould be honeſt and diſinte- 


and diligent; ſtudious to adapt Employ- 
ment to the ſeveral Abilities of the Pri- 


Power) to ſweeten the bitter Dregs of that 
Cup of Sorrows, which. their Diſregard of 
the Laws of their Country has appointed 
them to drink. 

Tubes, Sir, have I ventured to trouble 
you with a much longer Letter than I at 
firſt intended; not, as I ſaid before, with 
any Deſign or Deſire to convince yourſelf 
of what J am ſure you are already thoroughly 
convinced, viz. the Propriety and the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Meaſures already purſued, and 
now purſuing, in the Eſtabliſhment of a 
well - regulated Houſe of Correction for 
this County. It appeared to me, that the 


ee at large had a Right to expect to 
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reſted, ſenſible and well - informed, active 


ſoners, and diſpoſed (as far as it is in his 
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90 buon What were the Views of the Magi- 
ray whom, after what has been faid of 
„they have at all Times Reaſon to 
l . in wiſhing to levy ſuch a Sum as is 
neceſſary to be raiſed. on the preſent Occa- 
ſion. In general, I wilt venture to ſay, 
that their Conduct has been moſt diſinte- 
reſted and liberal; and I have no Doubt 
that the ſame Spirit which has induced ſome 
of the mpſk eminent profeſſional Gentlemen 
in the Kingdom to offer their gratuitous 
Services in this great Work, will carry them 
on to the Accompliſhment of the Plan pro- 
poſed; and the Conſciouſneſs of having fo 
eſſentially ſerved their Country, as it is the 
only Recompence which they look for, ſo. 
I will venture to pronounce it to be the 
greateſt and moſt acceptable that they can 
N receive. 
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I have the Honour to be, 
With the trueſt e and Eſteem, 


Dear S1R, 
\ Your moſt obedient and 
July 20, faithful humble Servant, 


„ . 


nN 
P. S. Ir may perhaps be aſked, What 
authority have you to ſet convicted Felons 
or others to work? None, certainly: But 
that many of theſe would gladly work, if 
they were permitted to do ſo, and may be 
employed to their preſent Comfort and 
future Benefit, will appear from a Report, 
which I have now in my Hand, from the 
Keeper of the Caſtle of Norwich ; by which 
it appears, that the Earnings of 27 Pri- 
ſoners of this Deſcription, within a given 
Time, amounted to 191. 10s. 11d. 4; which 
Sums were reſpectively applied to the Be- 
nefit of the Priſoners, and diſtributed among 


them exactly in the Proportion in which 
wy had labs ed. | | 
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N. B. Since my Letter was finiſhed; I 
have ſeen an Advertiſement from the County 
of Sabp, for Plans; Reports, Eſtimates, &c., 
to be delivered to the Clerk of the Peace 


2 * that County. 


* 


4468 is with "Re Satisfaction I obſerve, 
that in this Advertiſement are contained 
the ghief Outlines of the Plan ſuggeſted in 
this Letter; and that Regard ſcems to be 
had to each of the four great Objects here 
inſiſted on. The Spirit of Improvement 


and Reformation in ſo eſſential an Article 


of Police, 1 truſt; will extend itſelf over 


the Kingdom in general, and prove an ef- 
fectual Check to the licentious Manners of 
the Times; by providing a proper Recep- 


tion, and ſuitable Employment and Cor- 
rection, for Perſons of every Deſcription, 
Character, and Denomination” among the 
various Tranſgreſſors of the Laws. 


